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Founder Honored 
with AzPHA’s 
Commitment to 
Underserved  
People Award
Marge Ebeling, WellCare Foundation’s 
Founder and President, has been award-
ed the “Commitment to Underserved 
People (CUP) Award” by the Arizona 
Public Health Association (AzPHA). This 
award is meant to honor persons or enti-
ties that have demonstrated a sustained 
effort in assuring the delivery of health 
services to underserved populations in 
Arizona.

Ebeling founded the WellCare Founda-
tion in 1999. With the help of more than 
130 volunteer practitioners, her vision 
has grown from the main clinic in down-
town Phoenix to include three other 
clinic sites, with plans for a fifth clinic 
underway. 

Anne Gill, Executive Director of the 
WellCare Foundation, nominated Ebeling 
for the award. “Marge’s dedication to 
these women and their families shows in 
everything she does. Her ability to meet 
the needs of her patients and build a co-
operative group of dedicated volunteers 
and collaborating agencies has resulted 
in a respected organization that is serv-
ing the healthcare needs of an under-
served population”.

This year WellCare celebrates its 10th 
Anniversary. Through Ebeling’s constant 
dedication to her patients and commit-
ment to the organization’s mission, Well-
Care Foundation has been able to provide 
more than $2,000,000 in pro-bono care 
to families in need. Her integrated and 
comprehensive approach to healthcare 
heals the whole person and provides 
much needed physical, mental, spiritual 
and emotional support. 

WellCare is pleased to announce that its signature fundraising event, Monte Car-
lo Night, will take place Saturday evening, October 10, 2009 at the Fiesta Resort 
Conference Center.   

WellCare Foundation’s Board of Directors invites you to join them and our 
Grand Prix sponsor, The Leona Group, for Monte Carlo Night as we celebrate our 
volunteer practitioners, who donate their services. Through their generosity, 
WellCare has been able to help restore health and renew hope to our mothers 
and children so they can achieve their life goals.  

We hope you will join us for a wonderful dinner, the opportunity to bid on 
exciting auction items and “gambling” for a good cause – including a roulette 
wheel, craps table, slot machines, Black Jack plus Texas Hold ‘Em tables. All 
proceeds will benefit WellCare Foundation!

Individual event ticket price is $150, and sponsorships are still available.  For 
more information, please contact Anne Gill, Executive Director, 602.263.7619. 
We hope to see you there!  

Monte Carlo Night
WellCare Foundation presents

October 10, 2009

Letter received from a WellCare mom:
Thank you WellCare Foundation and Thank you Mary Ellen for your kindness and 
generous spirit. You give women hope!

Peace, Stacey K.



Advisory Board members (from left to right) John Nielson, Jonathan Lindsey, Dennis Fernandez and 
Rev. Deanne Hodgson.

On August 5th WellCare hosted a summer reception for the Advisory Board at our 
main clinic. Our Advisory Board is critical to the success of WellCare’s programs. This 
event gave WellCare staff and Advisory members an opportunity to meet and learn 
more about each other. Thank you all for your time and dedication to the WellCare 
Foundation! 

From the Founder/President
“Imagine, Believe, Receive” (author unknown)

Generosity continues! WellCare has five new volunteer 
healthcare providers, two new Board members and is  
receiving amazing donations for the special event, Monte 
Carlo Night, silent auction! What a blessing for our  
WellCare mothers and children because all this generosity 
perpetuates our ability to provide them free, integrated, 
primary healthcare. 

We continue to see an increase in WellCare’s patient popula-
tion because the need, especially during these tough eco-

nomic times, is even greater.

Expressions of gratitude run high with our patients.

Many of our mothers contribute back to WellCare in their own way. Our Volun-
teer Coordinator is a WellCare mother. Other WellCare mothers offer free hair 
appointments to our families, volunteer to help at fundraisers or translate for 
patients. This circle of giving back is another demonstration of their apprecia-
tion for WellCare being part of their family’s lives. 

Marge Ebeling

New Board Members 
and Practitioners  
at WellCare Foundation
WellCare welcomes two new members to 
its Board of Directors:

Anna Alonzo 
Director, Medical Services Project 
American Academy of Pediatrics Arizona 
Foundation

Myra Richman 
President 
BlackTie-Arizona

New Volunteer  
Practitioners
WellCare welcomes the following volun-
teer practitioners to our team:

Lindsay S. Ackerman, MD 
George T. Christakos, DDS 
Ellen Friedman, P.T., M.A. 
Elonia Lasku, DDS 
Michael Recuber, DDS

Upcoming Events
Mark your calendars for Saturday May 
1, 2010 and join us for WellCare Foun-
dation’s First Annual 5K run and walk 
event at Tempe Kiwanis Park! Proceeds 
to benefit WellCare Foundation.  

Interested in joining the planning com-
mittee for this event? Please contact 
Anne Gill, 602.263.7619 to sign up! 

A special “thank you” to Kelly Buckley for 
her assistance in finding the site location 
and providing her expertise to help us 
make the race a success! 

mmm

YWCA Women’s Empowerment Lun-
cheon & Lecture Series 
“Life in Balance” - Wednesday, Septem-
ber 18 
“The Power of One” - Thursday, Septem-
ber 17

At the Arizona Biltmore. Tickets are 
$50 with discounted ½ table and full 
table pricing. Tickets can be pur-
chased at www.ywcaaz.org or by calling 
602.258.0990

WellCare Hosts Summer Reception 
for Advisory Board



New Editorial Partnership with 
CBS Announced
In August, CBS 5 launched AZHealthSpot.com. AZHealthSpot.com is a resource 
designed with the user in mind – providing up-to-date health & wellness information, 
video segments, health guides & interactives as well as a local directory of Arizona 
health and wellness professionals. WellCare Foundation is an editorial partner and is 
featured as the local expert on integrated healthcare. 

As an editorial partner, WellCare will also be featured in an upcoming segment on 
the CBS 5 TV show, Better Arizona, and will appear in special editions of the December 
issue of Better Homes & Garden and January issue of Ladies Home Journal sent to metro-
Phoenix subscribers. These two publications are owned by CBS 5’s parent company, 
Meredith Corporation. Please visit us at AZHealthSpot.com.

Dr. Stephanie Eastman and WellCare mom, Tabitha

In 2003, I joined the WellCare Foundation’s volunteer healthcare practitioner team. 
My interest in Marge Ebeling’s work with single working mothers and their children 
grew, and it wasn’t long before I was seeing members of the WellCare client family.  
As a volunteer physician for WellCare, my role has expanded to provide much needed 
well-woman exams for mothers on a monthly basis. It is the most enjoyable day of the 
month for me. I am able to provide medical care to those in need. The warm response 
of my WellCare patients and the wonderful office staff fills me with gratitude that I 
am involved with the WellCare Foundation. 

My background includes over 20 years of allopathic medical experience as a regis-
tered nurse and neonatal nurse practitioner. In 2001, I graduated from Southwest 
College of Naturopathic Medicine, and I am licensed to practice medicine in the state 
of Arizona.  As the founder of Alternative Medical Healthcare, I practice functional 
medicine and pursue a vision of preventive medicine for our community.

Spotlight on a Caring  
Volunteer Practitioner

Since 2006, Macy’s Shop For A Cause 
Event has partnered with non-profit 
organizations nationwide to raise 
more than $28 million for their 
ongoing charitable efforts. This is 
your chance to be part of this monu-
mental event on Saturday, October 
17, 2009.

Shop For A Cause gives you the op-
portunity to help WellCare Founda-
tion by purchasing a $5 Shopping 
Pass* for exclusive savings and 
special offers at Macy’s Biltmore 
Fashion Park, and in every Macy’s 
store on Saturday, October 17th. 

As a participating charity, 100% of 
the proceeds from the sale of each 
pass benefit WellCare Foundation. 
Plus, you can enter to win a $500 
Macy’s Gift Card!

Come together with Macy’s and us, 
and while you’re out enjoying a day 
of shopping and great savings, you’ll 
be helping our community at the 
same time.

Order your shopping pass today!  
For more information or to  
order your pass, contact Anne Gill  
at 602.263.7619, or  
agill@wellcarefoundation.org. 

*Some exclusions apply.






